


Dear LBP Dancers, Families, and Guests, 

Welcome to our spring performance of Coppelia. We are 
delighted to have you here for this special occasion as we 
not only showcase the talents of our dancers but honor 
our studio's past. 

Today's performance holds deep meaning for us as we 
present Coppelia. It has not graced our stage in many 
years and is among the very first ballets that our studio 
performed.  Reviving this work has been a labor of love, a 
tribute to the history of our studio, and a chance to 
expose this generation of our studio to this timeless 
classic. This performance is especially meaningful 
because it coincides with our 70th anniversary. 

To my dancers, thank you for helping to bring this classic 
back to life with your dedication, perseverance, and hard 
work.  To my fellow choreographers, thank you for 
helping revitalize this ballet and bring it back to the 
studio.  To our board and volunteers, thank you for all of 
your work behind the scenes making this weekend a 
success. And to you, our audience, thank you for your 
support which allows all of this to be possible for our 
studio.  

Thank you for being part of this special weekend. Sit 
back, enjoy the performance, and celebrate with us as we 
honor the past, embrace the present, and dance into the 
future. 

With gratitude, 

Elizabeth Johnson
Artistic Director
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ACT I - In the Village Square
Dr. Coppelius, the toy maker, has placed his latest creation, a life-sized doll named 
Coppélia, on the balcony of his shop. The Innkeeper’s daughter, Swanhilda, sneaks 
out to meet her fiancé, Franz. When Swanhilda leaves, Franz is left alone and notices 
the beautiful Coppélia. Assuming she is Dr. Coppelius’ daughter, Franz flirts with 
her. Swanhilda catches him and angrily confronts him.  

The Mayor enters the square and announces that a bag of coins will be presented to 
any couple who marries at the town festival held in honor of the new town bell. He 
offers Swanhilda an ear of wheat to shake. The custom is that if she hears anything, 
her lover "loves her true." If the wheat remains silent, her lover "loves her not." Though 
Swanhilda has shaken the wheat while dancing with Franz, the wheat remains silent. 
Upset, Swanhilda refuses to marry Franz.  

Franz’s friends console him by inviting him for a drink at the Inn. When the tipsy 
men leave the inn, they invite Dr. Coppelius to drink with them. When he refuses, they 
tease him. In the confusion, he does not realize he has dropped his key. Swanhilda 
and her friends find the key and enter the shop.
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ACT II - Inside Dr. Coppelius' Workshop
Swanhilda and her girlfriends enter Dr. Coppelius’ workshop. Swanhilda discovers 
Coppélia hidden in an alcove. Urged on by her girlfriends, Swanhilda tries to be 
friendly. When Coppélia gives no response, Swanhilda confronts her, shaking her, 
until she realizes that Coppélia is a doll. Laughing that Franz was flirting with a doll, 
Swanhilda lets her girlfriends in on the secret. No longer afraid, she tells them to 
wind up the other dolls.  

Happily dancing, Swanhilda and her girlfriends are shocked when Dr. Coppelius 
suddenly appears in the doorway. Frightened, they run away. Swanhilda, unable to 
escape, hides in the alcove with Coppélia.  

As Dr. Coppelius straightens up his workshop, Franz enters. Still enraged, Dr. 
Coppelius chases him around the workshop until Franz explains that he is in love 
with Coppélia. Realizing that Franz does not know that Coppélia is a doll, Dr. 
Coppelius invites him to drink. He gets Franz drunk, then consults his big book of 
magic. He plans to draw life out of Franz and insert it into Coppélia.  

Meanwhile, Swanhilda has put on Coppélia’s dress, switching places with her. When 
Dr. Coppelius brings her out of the alcove, Swanhilda pretends to “come to life”. She 
soon tires of the game, however, and tries to wake up Franz. Dr. Coppelius, agitated 
by the now frantic Swanhilda, returns her to the alcove—just as she has managed to 
wake up Franz.  

Swanhilda sneaks out of the alcove and turns on all of the dolls, bringing out the real 
Coppélia. Franz realizes that Swanhilda is his only love and carries her off, while Dr. 
Coppelius sobs over his doll, realizing he has been tricked.
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ACT III - In the Village Square
The reconciled lovers, Swanhilda and Franz, are joined in Holy Matrimony at the 
Festival of the Bell. They offer Dr. Coppelius their bag of coins to make up for the 
mess they made of his workshop. The Mayor then signals for the festival to begin, 
during which the villagers perform various dances suggesting the different times at 
which the town bell will be rung: at dawn, during prayer, for work, at betrothal, 
during war and discord, at times of peace, for festivals.
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Le Ballet Petit Guild, Inc. is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers

4630 North Francisco Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

773-463-3385  
www.leballetpetit.org 

The Le Ballet Petit Guild, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization founded by Kittie LaPointe in 1954 and 

chartered in the State of Illinois in 1964.

In addition to providing many great performance 
experiences, LBP maintains its own dance school with 
three studios. Classes are offered at graded levels for 

children and adults in Ballet, Pointe, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, 
Contemporary, Acro, Lyrical, Flamenco, and Yoga.

@lbpschoolofdance
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